Partner In crIme, Paul duboIs, Penned a sIdebar that Included a dIs-cussIon about lIbrarIes. 1 for effect, he went so far as to sPell It out with hyphens between each letter (l-I-b-r-a-r-y), almost as if he were introducing a word that had become foreign to the many who increasingly thought that if something wasn't on the web, it couldn't possibly exist.
during a recent visit with my family to the chicago Public library, I had a great epiphany: libraries do matter and are crucial to preserving and promoting knowledge and culture. I'm sure this epiphany is experienced by many people everyday-especially those who love reading/ writing as we do-but this idea is endangered nevertheless by those who think the world could do without libraries, simply because so many things are moving online and are available electronically.
It's true that technological advances threaten the library concept as we know it. still, the library has an extremely important role to play in the future of education and communities around the world, and-however crazy it might sound to some-I believe that role will survive almost intact. for that to occur, we must take every step to protect these resources and ensure that libraries remain a cultural value, even as the winds of technology buffet them with fierce side and head winds.
back to my visit, though. I was delighted to see that my branch seemed to get it in a technological sense. on a piece of paper tacked to one of the beams in the middle of the library were words to this effect:
if you need to create or save a document to a hard drive, consider using google documents or Zoho office.
if you need to create a resume, consider using Webresume.com being ever the technology geek, and lacking a pen, I would add: to check your voice mail transcriptions, consider using voice. google.com. I'm sure you can think of many other relevant examples.
as these notices show, libraries are an important onramp for technology. sure, they're known for making books accessible and have been pioneers in database access, but my branch seemed to understand that it has a vital cultural role to play, especially when it comes to technology access. most people in american society presume such access is ubiquitous, even though a substantial percentage of the world population lacks access.
I find the notion that anyone in the public-especially the "tired and poor" that lady liberty embraces-can access technology, even if they can't afford a computer, a broadband connection, or even a home with electricity to power such gizmos, to be a powerful, liberating, and transformative concept. while there's still much more needed to truly empower people (such as access to food, shelter, and education/training), this is a promising step that I hope will be replicated on a grand scale throughout the world. In my travels, I've found that libraries and Internet cafes (a low cost, but not free option) are an on-ramp for many who either choose not to have or can't otherwise obtain Internet access of their own. with time and wireless technology, the Internet will reach most of the world, but there will almost inevitably be people who never get it for one reason or another and will need the library. Knowledge is for everyone! back to the library's central mission: to promote and preserve knowledge and culture. my university established an "information commons" a few years ago for the entire student/faculty population. this space, which is directly connected to the traditional campus "library," offers an onramp for access to collaborative spaces and digital resources, yet is connected to the old campus library that remains in use.
the commons idea recognizes that access to information and the ability to collaborate are central to our
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ByGeorgeK.Thiruvathukal,AssociateEditorinChief intellectual and cultural future and are becoming a much more social endeavor. we were by no means the first to set up this kind of space, which exists at many other institutions in one form or another. with a growing amount of knowledge on the Internet, including digital books and open courseware (as notable examples), libraries will need to become more like these information commons and expand their services to allow such resources to be accessed, much like a computer is accessed for the basic abovementioned services. taken at face value, absolutely nothing. but there is clearly something at work here. we're in the knowledge business. much like the services from google and webresume, we'll increasingly provide knowledge in the form of cloud-enabled applications. these applications must be designed with an eye to the world that might well want to access them.
In the coming years, we (like many other publications) will need to augment what appears on the "printed" page with rich content, lest we become obsolete. so, to the readers who also write for us, please be thinking about how your articles can link to resources that can be studiedinteractively-in a library. you never know: the next computational "thinker" might be reading (or watching) it … somewhere on planet earth. reference 1. P.F. Dubois, "Scholarzheimers," Cafe Dubois, Computing in Science & Eng., vol. 6, no. 2, 2004, pp. 86-92. Selected articles and columns from ieee Computer Society publications are also available for free at http://Computingnow. computer.org.
The American Institute of Physics (AIP) is a not-for-pro t membership corporation chartered in New York State in 1931 for the purpose of promoting the advancement and diffusion of the knowledge of physics and its application to human welfare. Leading societies in the elds of physics, astronomy, and related sciences are its members.
In order to achieve its purpose, AIP serves physics and related elds of science and technology by serving its member societies, individual scientists, educators, students, R&D leaders, and the general public with programs, services, and publications-information that matters.
The Institute publishes its own scienti c journals as well as those of its member societies; provides abstracting and indexing services; provides online database services; disseminates reliable information on physics to the public; collects and analyzes statistics on the profession and on physics education; encourages and assists in the documentation and study of the history and philosophy of physics; cooperates with other organizations on educational projects at all levels; and collects and analyzes information on federal programs and budgets.
The scientists represented by the Institute through its member societies number more than 134 000. In addition, approximately 6000 students in more than 700 colleges and universities are members of the Institute's Society of Physics Students, which includes the honor society Sigma Pi Sigma. Industry is represented through the membership of 37 Corporate Associates.
